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We have analyzed recent private convegsations 
between high American and Soviet officials ( 


---ἶἷί τὰ πα 


. A 
systematic Soviet effo 0 avoid making the Cube 
buildup the _subje of Ὁ direct US-Soviet con- 
frontation has impressed us as an important element 
in these conversations, and we wish to bring this 
to your attention in view of its policy implications. 


soviet Awareness of US Knowledge 


Prior to any of these conversations the Soviet 
Union must have been aware of the fact that their 
go omens was at least generally known to the US. 
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Moscow may well hove fo. avaid necominzg overly ae 
committed. to_counteractiong which it may not wish Pak 
vO take in response to vigorous US response to the be 
Cuban buildup, and thus leave its nands free for ΜΝ 
negotiation and, if faced with extreme danger of "ἢ 


; 


war, for withdrawal with the least loss of face. 


implications for US Policy 

We believe that US policy sneuld take ints . 
account this apparent Soviet desire to avecic a cirect - 1" 
US-Soviet confrontation on the Cuban issue. - 
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